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Description:

# Warehouse and Distribution Centre Cleaning Melbourne: Large-Format Cleaning for Logistics
Facilities A warehouse is a working environment where cleanliness directly affects safety, efficiency,
and ...

Details:

A warehouse is a working environment where cleanliness directly affects safety, efficiency, and
compliance. Dust accumulation on racking becomes a fire risk. Oil and rubber residue from forklifts on
dock floors creates slip hazards for workers. Poor amenity hygiene drives absenteeism among shift
staff. A pest infestation — triggered by inadequate sanitation — can trigger a biosecurity incident that
shuts down incoming stock. In a distribution centre handling food or pharmaceutical products, cleaning
standards are a regulatory requirement, not a preference.

Realcorp Commercial Cleaning provides specialist warehouse and distribution centre cleaning across
Melbourne metro and regional Victoria. We operate industrial ride-on scrubbers for large-format floor
areas, manage dock and hardstand cleaning with industrial pressure washing, maintain racking areas
and elevated surfaces, and service amenity blocks for shift workers. Our directly employed,
police-cleared staff integrate with your operational schedule so cleaning happens efficiently and without
disrupting logistics throughput.

## The Unique Challenges of Warehouse and Distribution Centre Cleaning
### Scale: Large-Format Floor Areas

A suburban Melbourne warehouse might cover 3,000 square metres. A major distribution centre can
exceed 50,000 square metres. At this scale, manual cleaning methods are not viable — they are too
slow, too inconsistent, and too labour-intensive to be cost-effective. Ride-on scrubber-dryers are the
essential piece of equipment for warehouse floor maintenance. These industrial machines clean, scrub,
and dry concrete and epoxy floors in a single pass, leaving a clean, dry surface safe for forklift and
pedestrian traffic.

Not every cleaning contractor owns or operates this equipment. Realcorp does. Our ride-on scrubbers
are matched to facility size and floor type, and operated by trained staff who understand floor coating
compatibility, drainage considerations, and safe operation around racking and equipment.

### Dock Areas: High-Contamination Zones

Loading docks are among the most challenging areas in any warehouse. Forklift operations deposit
rubber tyre residue and oil on dock plates and surrounding floors. Truck traffic brings in mud, diesel
residue, and exterior contamination. Dock levellers, seals, and surrounds accumulate compressed
contamination that standard mopping cannot address.



Effective dock cleaning requires industrial degreaser application, dwell time for chemical penetration,
and either high-pressure washing or heavy-duty scrubbing to remove compressed residues. Realcorp's
dock cleaning protocols address these challenges systematically, maintaining dock areas to a safe and
professionally clean standard.

### Racking Areas: Dust Accumulation and Fire Risk

Racking systems — particularly those with large vertical footprints — accumulate significant dust on
upright frames, horizontal beams, and the tops of stored cartons. This dust is more than an aesthetic
issue. In facilities storing combustible materials or dry goods, dust accumulation on racking and
overhead surfaces is a fire risk that can accelerate flame spread in the event of ignition.

Effective racking cleaning requires backpack vacuums, extension tools for elevated surfaces, and
systematic coverage of all racking levels. Realcorp warehouse cleaning programs include periodic
racking cleaning on a scheduled basis, with frequency determined by the facility's dust generation rate
and fire risk profile.

### Cool and Cold Storage Areas

Distribution centres handling perishable food, pharmaceutical products, or temperature-sensitive
materials include cool rooms and cold storage areas that require specific cleaning approaches. Cold
temperatures affect chemical performance — many standard detergents and sanitisers have minimum
effective temperature requirements. Surfaces in cold storage areas can be subject to moisture and
mould if not properly dried after cleaning. Access times for cold storage cleaning are often constrained
by product movement schedules.

Realcorp cold storage cleaning uses chemicals formulated for low-temperature performance and
protocols that minimise moisture retention. We work with facility managers to schedule cold storage
cleaning during product movement windows.

### Amenities and Welfare Facilities

Large warehouse operations employ significant numbers of shift workers, and welfare facilities —
toilets, lunchrooms, locker rooms, and change rooms — must be cleaned and sanitised daily. In
facilities running multiple shifts, amenity cleaning during shift transitions ensures facilities are ready for
incoming workers. Poor amenity hygiene is one of the most common sources of staff complaints and a
driver of absenteeism.

Realcorp includes amenity cleaning as a core component of warehouse cleaning programs, with
frequency and timing matched to shift patterns.

## Cleaning Frequency for Warehouses and Distribution Centres

Getting cleaning frequency right is about balancing hygiene standards with operational practicality and
cost. As a general guide for Melbourne warehouse operations:

**Daily:** Amenity facilities (toilets, lunchrooms, change rooms), dock offices and reception areas,
entrance lobbies and pedestrian pathways

*Weekly:** Full floor scrub of main warehouse floor (or more frequently in high-traffic,
high-contamination environments), dock area degreasing and scrubbing, driver amenity areas

*Monthly or quarterly:** Racking level cleaning (frequency depends on dust generation), wall and
column surfaces, overhead fixtures and pipework, deep clean of cool rooms and cold storage

**As required:** Spill response, post-pest treatment cleaning, pre-audit cleaning, post-construction
cleaning



For facilities handling food, pharmaceutical, or other regulated products, frequency requirements may
be set by your quality management system or regulatory framework rather than operational preference.

## Why Direct Employment Matters in Warehouse Environments

Warehouses and distribution centres are high-value environments. They contain stock worth millions of
dollars, operate with just-in-time logistics schedules, and often hold products subject to strict
chain-of-custody requirements. The cleaning staff who work in these environments need to be vetted,
trained, and accountable.

Realcorp employs every cleaning staff member directly. We do not use labour hire agencies,
subcontract to other operators, or engage franchise partners. Every person on your site: - Is directly
employed by Realcorp Commercial Cleaning - Holds a current police clearance - Has completed
Realcorp's onboarding and site-specific training - Works under direct Realcorp supervision and
management

This matters when a client's stock goes missing, when a cleaning incident damages stored product, or
when your site access policy requires background-checked personnel. With Realcorp, you know
exactly who is on your site and they are accountable to us.

## Realcorp App: Accountability for Every Shift

Distribution centres and major warehouses often have complex shift patterns, multiple contractor
relationships, and significant compliance reporting requirements. The Realcorp App provides:

- GPS-verified attendance records confirming staff were present at your site at the scheduled time -
Digital cleaning checklists completed in real time, showing which tasks were done and when -
Photographic evidence of completed work available to facility managers - Timestamped exception
reporting if a task was not completed as scheduled

This level of operational transparency is particularly valuable for facilities subject to logistics provider
audits, customer facility inspections, or WHS compliance reviews.

## Coverage: Melbourne and Regional Victoria

Realcorp services warehouse and distribution centre cleaning across Melbourne metro — including the
major logistics precincts in Truganina, Altona, Laverton, Dandenong South, and the southeastern
corridor — as well as regional Victoria including Ballarat, Geelong, and surrounding areas. We have the
operational infrastructure to service facilities outside the metropolitan core on a scheduled basis.

## Frequently Asked Questions
*What does warehouse cleaning involve?**

Warehouse cleaning covers a broader scope than most people initially expect. Core activities include:
large-format floor scrubbing using ride-on scrubber-dryers; dock area cleaning (degreasing, scrubbing,
and drying of dock floors, levellers, and surrounds); racking and shelving cleaning to remove dust from
uprights, beams, and elevated surfaces; cool room and cold storage cleaning where applicable;
amenity facility cleaning (toilets, lunchrooms, locker rooms); external hardstand and driveway
maintenance; and waste management area cleaning. For facilities handling food, pharmaceutical, or
other regulated products, cleaning may also include sanitisation of food contact surfaces, pest
prevention cleaning, and documentation for compliance purposes. Realcorp develops a specific
cleaning scope for each warehouse client based on the facility's size, product type, operational pattern,
and compliance requirements.

*How often should warehouses be cleaned?**



Minimum effective cleaning frequency for an active warehouse is: daily amenity and office cleaning,
weekly full floor scrub, and monthly or quarterly racking cleaning. However, the right frequency
depends heavily on the specific operation. A high-throughput food distribution centre will require more
frequent cleaning than a self-storage warehouse with light traffic. A pharmaceutical distribution centre
may have cleaning frequency specified in its quality management system. Facilities that operate
multiple shifts will need amenity cleaning scheduled around shift changes. Realcorp recommends
starting with a site assessment to determine appropriate cleaning frequency based on your specific
operation, rather than applying a generic schedule.

**Can warehouse cleaning happen while operations are running?**

Yes — and for most Melbourne warehouses and distribution centres, this is essential. Operations
typically run during business hours or across multiple shifts, meaning a cleaner who can only work
outside of operating hours is not practical. Realcorp is experienced in working around active warehouse
operations. This means coordinating with operations managers to schedule floor scrubbing in sections
when forklift traffic allows, cleaning amenities during natural breaks in use, managing wet floor hazards
appropriately during cleaning, and communicating clearly with site supervisors about what areas are
being cleaned and when. Our experience in multi-shift manufacturing environments — including 24/7
operations at McCain Foods in Ballarat — means active-site coordination is standard practice for us,
not an exception.

*What is the difference between a ride-on scrubber and mopping for warehouse floors?**

A ride-on scrubber-dryer cleans warehouse floors at a fundamentally different level than mopping. A
ride-on scrubber applies cleaning solution under pressure to the floor surface, mechanically agitates it
with rotating brushes or pads, vacuums up the dirty solution immediately, and leaves a clean, dry floor
in a single pass. The result is a floor that is genuinely clean and immediately safe for traffic. Mopping
applies solution to the floor, moves contaminated water around with a mop head, and leaves a wet floor
that re-dries with contamination redistributed rather than removed. For large warehouse floor areas,
mopping is also impractically slow. Ride-on scrubbers are the correct tool for commercial warehouse
floors, and Realcorp operates them as standard equipment.

**Do you provide cleaning for cold storage and cool rooms?**

Yes. Realcorp provides cleaning for cool rooms and cold storage areas as part of warehouse and
distribution centre cleaning programs. Cold storage cleaning requires specific attention to chemical
performance at low temperatures (standard detergents may lose effectiveness below 10°C), minimising
moisture retention on surfaces and in cracks where mould can establish, and working within the access
windows allowed by product movement schedules. We use chemicals rated for low-temperature
performance and protocols designed for cold storage environments.

## Get a Warehouse Cleaning Quote

A professional warehouse cleaning program protects your workers, your stock, your compliance
standing, and your reputation with clients who inspect your facility. Realcorp provides large-format
warehouse cleaning that is directly executed, accountable, and designed to fit around your operations.

**Call:** 1300 307 298 **Email:** sales@realcorp.net.au *Web:** realcorp.net.au

Realcorp Commercial Cleaning. Serious cleaning for serious logistics operations.



